

















In the last section which deals with matters of spatial setflement and development, the Region has
been separated into various areas of development and sub-regions. With the functions assigned to this
area and sub-regions, the Region's effective and planned development in the mid and long-term is the

target. Five main distinctive sub-regions have been determined according to the distances between
their sefflements and their geographical features.

Ranking the city centers in ferms of spatial settlement, the region plan applies different missions to cities
according fo their rank. Ranking is based on population, the employed population and fransportation
axes and accessibility. Ranks | and Il are city centers conceived as centers of development which
provide services with a regional quality. Ranks lll and IV are city centers stand out as centers which
operate in the agricultural industry and agriculture areas. Rank V are city centers whose settlements
carry the "sub center" character, conceived to fundamentally provide city services to rural areas. In this
context, areas identified according fo their features, as service centers, industrial centers, rural centers,
fourism centers and logistic centers will have their areas of superiority further developed.

The Thrace Region is one with a high transborder interaction potential due to its geo-strategic importan-
ce between Asia and Europe. Thrace, engaged in interaction with Istanbul - owning a central regional
position in the Eurasia Region, is not only an important passage route, but also one of the main focuses

of development in this geography. As long as good use is made of this situation, it may offer new
opportunities to the Region in the fields of fourism, logistics and frade. Also, the Thrace Region is found in
the economic focuses of the Marmara Region and is involved in a high level of inferaction with ecologi-
cal passage routes. In this respect, the plan has determined ifs strategies with a holistic approach, taking
info account the interaction between seftlements in the Marmara Region and Thrace Regions from a
wide perspective. Spatial settlement diagrams showing the detailed relationship of the Region with
other regions based on the Regional Development National Strategy Draff were also created in
workshops conducted in the Marmara Region with the parficipation of Agencies. This spatial develop-
ment diagram assigns certain roles on seftflement centers in ferms of both spatfial and sectoral platforms.
Interaction between centers, their connection points and common development passage routes are
addressed. In this respect, the Thrace Region is in direct interaction with the Istanbul Metropolitan Area
and South Marmara Region; and indirect interaction with the East Marmara and Bursa-Eskisehir-Bilecik
Region. A Metropolitan Sub Center, Tekirdag is the developed land and sea base of the Region. The
Region's door opening to the outside world, Edirne, is not only the city where the border gates are
located, but also a city which atftracts fourism. In the diagram, Kirklareli is marked as a secondary
industrial city. Thrace is at a key location in terms of providing a connection to Europe for all surounding
regions of the Marmara Region. The region is also situated in the expansion area of the Istanbul Metro-
polis Center.

By means of establishing effective collaboration mechanisms between dll institutions and organizations
in the Region to realize the priorities of the 2014-2023 Thrace region plan, use of resources in accordan-
ce with plan initiatives will be ensured. Redlization of the plan will be ensured via regional operational
programs to be prepared within the framework of the plan initiatives.

In order for the level of implementation of the plan and its results to be monitored and evaluated,
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms will be established with the participation of institutions and
organizations, the Development Committee in particular.




